
St Alban Macclesfield   

Easter Vigil

The Service of Light 
( Blessing of the new fire and the lighting of the Paschal candle)

Usually, and weather permitting everyone will be outside gathered around the fire, for
the start of the service. The church will be in darkness we have the lighting of the 
Paschal candle, for the procession into church.
The Priest sings ‘The Light of Christ’ three times(Response: Thanks be to God.)
The candles of the people are lit from the Paschal candle after the second response.

Exsultet  
The hymn of praise for the candle is sung and then we have 
the Liturgy of the Word.
During which we listen to the Old Testament in the light of Christ
The readings remind us of the wonderful things the Lord 
has done for His people from the beginning, in giving us life, leading us out of slavery
into freedom, from darkness into light, from hardness of heart into love.
For example the third reading is no 7 Ezekiel 36: 16- -28 The Exodus
Then we listen to the New Testament with the light of the Risen Christ
to accompany us.

Liturgy of Baptism
We begin this section invoking the help of the saints, especially the names chosen 
by our candidates for Confirmation.
Then the blessing the new Water of Easter written to reflectdt the choice of Readings
in the Liturgy of the Word
The candidates make their Act of Faith and we join with them to renew our Baptismal
Promises, and the candidate for Baptism is anointed with the Oil of Catechumens.
We conclude with the Baptism of the candidate and the Reception of the candidates 
into Communion with the Catholic Church and the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Mass continues with the Intercessions.

Liturgy of Gifts the Eucharist
The rest of the Mass is as usual
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