
FIRST PART: The Service of Light

Blessing of the new fire and the lighting of the Paschal candle

The Easter Proclamation (Exsultet: shorter form)

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven,
exult, let Angel ministers of God exult,
let the trumpet of salvation
sound aloud our mighty King’s triumph!
Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her,
ablaze with light from her eternal King,
let all corners of the earth be glad,
knowing an end to gloom and darkness.
Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice,
arrayed with the lightning of his glory,
let this holy building shake with joy,
filled with the mighty voices of the peoples.

(V. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.)

V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

It is truly right and just,
with ardent love of mind and heart
and with devoted service of our voice,
to acclaim our God invisible, the almighty Father,
and Jesus Christ, our Lord, his Son, his Only Begotten.
Who for our sake paid Adam’s debt to the eternal Father,
and, pouring out his own dear Blood,
wiped clean the record of our ancient sinfulness.
These, then, are the feasts of Passover,
in which is slain the Lamb, the one true Lamb,
whose Blood anoints the doorposts of believers.
This is the night,
when once you led our forebears, Israel’s children,
from slavery in Egypt



and made them pass dry-shod through the Red Sea.
This is the night
that with a pillar of fire
banished the darkness of sin.
This is the night
that even now, throughout the world,
sets Christian believers apart from worldly vices
and from the gloom of sin,
leading them to grace
and joining them to his holy ones.
This is the night,
when Christ broke the prison-bars of death
and rose victorious from the underworld.
O wonder of your humble care for us!
O love, O charity beyond all telling,
to ransom a slave you gave away your Son!
O truly necessary sin of Adam,
destroyed completely by the Death of Christ!
O happy fault
that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!
The sanctifying power of this night
dispels wickedness, washes faults away,
restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners,
O truly blessed night,
when things of heaven are wed to those of earth,
and divine to the human.
On this, your night of grace, O holy Father,
accept this candle, a solemn offering,
the work of bees and of your servants’ hands,
an evening sacrifice of praise,
this gift from your most holy Church.
Therefore, O Lord,
we pray you that this candle,
hallowed to the honor of your name,
may persevere undimmed,
to overcome the darkness of this night.
Receive it as a pleasing fragrance,
and let it mingle with the lights of heaven.
May this flame be found still burning
by the Morning Star:
the one Morning Star who never sets,
Christ your Son,
who, coming back from death’s domain,
has shed his peaceful light on humanity,
and lives and reigns for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

SECOND PART: The Liturgy of the Word

Exodus 14:15-15:1 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry to me so? Tell the sons of Israel to march on.
For yourself, raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and part it for the sons of



Israel  to  walk  through the  sea  on  dry  ground.  I  for  my part  will  make the  heart  of  the
Egyptians so stubborn that they will follow them. So shall I win myself glory at the expense
of  Pharaoh,  of all  his  army, his  chariots,  his  horsemen.  And when I  have won glory for
myself, at the expense of Pharaoh and his chariots and his army, the Egyptians will learn that
I am the Lord.’

  Then the angel of God, who marched at the front of the army of Israel, changed station
and moved to their rear. The pillar of cloud changed station from the front to the rear of them,
and remained there. It came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. The
cloud was dark, and the night passed without the armies drawing any closer the whole night
long.

  Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove back the sea with a strong
easterly wind all night, and he made dry land of the sea. The waters parted and the sons of
Israel went on dry ground right into the sea, walls of water to right and to left of them. The
Egyptians  gave chase:  after  them they went,  right  into the sea,  all  Pharaoh’s horses,  his
chariots, and his horsemen.

  In the morning watch, the Lord looked down on the army of the Egyptians from the pillar
of fire and of cloud, and threw the army into confusion. He so clogged their chariot wheels
that they could scarcely make headway. ‘Let us flee from the Israelites,’ the Egyptians cried.
‘The Lord is fighting for them against the Egyptians!’

  ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea,’ the Lord said to Moses, ‘that the waters may flow
back on the Egyptians and their chariots and their horsemen.’

  Moses stretched out his hand over the sea and, as day broke, the sea returned to its bed.
The fleeing Egyptians marched right into it, and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the very
middle  of  the  sea.  The  returning  waters  overwhelmed  the  chariots  and  the  horsemen  of
Pharaoh’s whole army, which had followed the Israelites into the sea; not a single one of
them was left. But the sons of Israel had marched through the sea on dry ground, walls of
water to right and to left of them.

  That day, the Lord rescued Israel from the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying
dead on the shore. Israel witnessed the great act that the Lord had performed against the
Egyptians, and the people venerated the Lord; they put their faith in the Lord and in Moses,
his servant.

  It was then that Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song in honour of the Lord:

Canticle Exodus 15

Gospel Mark 16:1-7 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, 
bought spices with which to go and anoint him. And very early in the morning on the first day
of the week they went to the tomb just as the sun was rising. They had been saying to one 



another, 'Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb? But when they 
looked, they could see that the stone -- which was very big -- had already been rolled back. 
On entering the tomb they saw a young man in a white robe seated on the right-hand side, 
and they were struck with amazement. But he said to them, 'There is no need for alarm. You 
are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: he has risen, he is not here. See, here is 
the place where they laid him. But you must go and tell his disciples and Peter, "He is going 
before you to Galilee; it is there you will see him, just as he told you."

THIRD PART: The Baptismal Liturgy

Litany of the Saints (shorter form)

Blessing of the Baptismal Water of Easter

Renewal of Baptismal Promises: Baptism

Reception of those prepared to be received into Full Communion with the Church

FOURTH PART: The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Mass continues as usual with the Preparation of the Gifts

The opportunity to receive Communion as everyone leaves.


